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High on contest, low on victory

Brajendra K Parashar
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LUCKNOW: The electoral success
of Muslim candidates in Lok
Sabha polls in Uttar Pradesh has
shown varying trends since the
country’s first general elections
in1951-52, with a notable dispar-
ity between the increasing par-
ticipation and relatively stagnant
or declining rates of victories
over the years.

In the inaugural LS elections
in UP, the strike rate among
Muslim candidates was signifi-
cantly high, with 43.75% and
33.33% clinching victory in the
first and second elections,
respectively.

Subsequent elections wit-
nessed a marked increase in the
number of Muslim contestants,
mostly independents, yet the
number of winners failed to cor-
respondingly rise, remaining
confined to single digits in most
cases.In the 1991 LS elections,
despite a growing number of
Muslim candidates (122) vying
for seats, only three emerged vic-
torious. The 2014 election, held
during the Modi wave, saw no
Muslim candidate from UP mak-
ing itto the Lok Sabha.

An analysis of the Election
Commission's historical data
based on names of candidates
(since the commission doesn't
classify candidates by religion)
reveals that in the first LS elec-
tions, seven of the total 16 Mus-
lim candidates were elected
from Uttar Pradesh. The win-
ners, all from the Indian
National Congress (INC),
included Hifzul Rehman, Abdul
Kalam Azad, Shah Nawaz Khan,
Bashir Hussain, MA Kazmi, Rafi
Mohd Kidwai and Choudhary
Haider Hussain.

In the 1957 LS elections in the
state, five of the 15 Muslim candi-
dates tasted success, all from the
Congress. Notably, Mubarak
Mazdoor, an independent candi-
date from Allahabad LS constit-
uency, received zero votes.

In the 1962 elections, although
the number of Muslim contest-
ants grew to 37, the number of
winners remained stagnant at
five, with four from the Congress
and one from the REP.

Six Muslim candidates won the 2019 Lok Sabha pollsin U.P. e

BARRING FOUR LS
ELECTIONS,
NUMBER OF
MUSLIM WINNERS
REMAINED BELOW
10 DESPITE
MARKED INCREASE
IN CONTESTANTS

The subsequent polls in 1967
saw a similar number of candi-
dates, but the number of win-
ners dropped to four, one each
from the Congress, the CPI, the
SSP, and the SWA.

By the 1971 elections, the num-
ber of Muslim candidates rose to
58, of whom only six won—five
from the Congress and one from
the CPL From this point onward,
the number of Muslim contest-
ants started increasing dramati-
cally, with the majority being
independents. The three elec-
tions from 1980 to 1989 wit-
nessed a significant jumpin the
number of Muslim winners,
although the number of candi-
dates also increased dramati-
cally. In 1980, 16 Muslim candi-
dates won, the highest ever, out
of the 108 contestants.

In the 1984 and 1989 LS elec-
tions, 10 out 0f 122 and as many
as 115 Muslim candidates
emerged as winners respec-
tively. FM Khan, an Independent
from Balrampur seat in 1989,
was possibly the first-ever Mus-
lim to emerge victorious File
independent ina Lok Sabha elec-
tion in UP.

The 1989 elections also

marked the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP)'s entry into the state’s
electoral battle. The party strate-
gically fielded a dozen Muslim
candidates in Muslim-domi-
nated seats, but all of them lost.
Six of the 10 winners were from
the Janata Dal (JD), two from the
Congress and one from the CPM.

Despite the swelling number
of Muslim contestants in the
1992 LS elections (158 candi-
dates), the number of winners
dropped to a record low of just 3,
with a strike rate as low as 1.90%.
The winners included two from
the JD and one from the Con-

gress.

The 1996 LS elections in the
state saw a flood of Muslim con-
testants, although mostly inde-
pendents. There were around a
record 380 Muslim candidates,
the highest ever, trying their luck
in the election, with only five
managing to secure victory.

It was in this election that
both the BSP and the SP were
able to get their Muslim candi-
dates elected for the first time.
The SP won three seats (Kairana,
Moradabad, and Sitapur), while
BSP's Illiyas Azmi captured the
Shahbad seat, becoming the
party’s first-ever Muslim candi-
date to win a Lok Sabha election
in UP. Rampur went to the Con-
gress. The next election in 1998
saw adip in both the number of
Muslim candidates and winners
to 116 and 4, respectively. This
election also witnessed the vic-
tory of the BJP's first-ever Mus-
lim candidate in LS polls in the
state when party candidate
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi emerged
as the winner on Rampur seat,
defeating the Congress’ Bezum

Muslim winners
in LS polls in UP
Election No
1952 07
1951 05
1962 05
1967 04
197 06
1980 16
1984 10
1989 10
1991 03
1996 05
1998 (1]
1999 08
2004 10
2009 04
2014 0
2019 06
Noor Bano. The SP won Morada-
bad and Budaun, while the BSP
secured Azamgarh.

The tally of Muslim candi-
dates improved again in 1999,
with eight out of around 120 can-
didates emerging victorious. The
BSP won three seats and SP and
Congress two each. The Rash-
triya Lok Dal's (RLD) Amir Alam
became the party’s first Muslim
candidate to win in LS polls in
the state by securing the Kairana
seat.

Muslim  representation
touched the double-digit figure
again in the 2004 LS elections
when 10 out of around 120 candi-
dates emerged victorious,

However, the LS election in
2009 witnessed a drastic
decrease in the number of Mus-
lim candidates, with only four
out of 116 candidates managing
to secure victory. The Congress
waon three seats and the BSP one.

In the 2014 elections, no Mus-
lim candidate was able to win in
UP. In the 2019 elections, again
dominated by the BJP, six Mus-
lim candidates of the SPand as
many firom the BSP succeeded in
winning their seats.
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What first-timers want:
Better colleges, job vistas

Siddharth Tiwari &
Godhooli Sharma |

Lucknow: Vitiated by appea-
sement tactics, the recently
concluded student union elec-
tions at his university left 19-
year-old Ayush Singh disen-
chanted with the democratic
processof choosing represen-
tatives.

Calling college politics a
“microcosm of national poli-
tics”, Ayush says he will step
out to cast vote only if politi-
cal leaders or parties make
clear commitments to set up
better colleges and provide a
workable roadmap for genera-
ting high-value employment,
not low-end, underpaid jobs.

He said, “I wanted to pur-
sue political science in Luck-
now, but lack of good colleges
and subpar teaching stan-
dards at LUmademe look out-
side. Moreover, there are no
good jobs here either: Only if
one plans to appear for UPSC
or other govt services is there
any point in staying there and
even for that, Delhi offers bet-
ter coaching and guidance, 1
will vote for any leader who
promises to turn around this
state of affairs in thiscity™

Youngfirst-time votersare
once again in the spotlight,
following PM Modis recent
appeal to them, reflecting gro-
wing engagement of youth in
the democratic process. Since
the 2014 general elections in
which youth played a rather
crucial role in the regime
change, first-time voters have
becomea force to reckon with.

But things have changed
over the last decade, say the
new voters. With higher edu-
cation in private colleges be-
comingdearerandscarcity of
good govt colleges, first-time
voters—over 49,000 in the city
as per recent records of the
state election commissio-
n—are demand paradigm
shift in the political agenda.
They seek cessation of the
run-of-themill gambits of
managing electoral arithme-
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tic through inconsequential
narratives on emotive issues.

Bettercolleges, more high-
value jobs, improved and equ-
itable living standards, an
overall forward-looking prag-
matic attitude toward gover-
nance systems are core issues
first-time voters expect their
leaders to address.

Shubhi Pandey, 19, said, “1
don't understand the intrica-
cies of political ideologies but
1 can see the pressing need for
better govt colleges as private
education is becoming dearer
and we don't want the burden
of education loans. Since it is
our first outing as voter, we
are excited but also cautious
about whom to vote for,” sha-

Political outfits and the
current dispensation are per-
haps not dismissive of these
demands. And PM Modi’s re-
peated plea to first-time vo-
ters to vote in large numbers
is backed by a flurry of sche-
mes aimed to woo them.

UP’s recent budget made
provisions of Rs 24,863 crore
for youth-centric schemes
that promise establishment
of colleges such as the Natio-
nal Institute of Fashion Tech-
nology (NIFT), ITIs and pro-
motion of new-age skill deve-
lopment in artificial intelli-
gence, machine learning,
among others. Sops like dis-
tribution of tablets and
smartphones have also been
propased to entreat these vo-

ters.

But realizing the signifi-
cance of their votes, the yo-
ung want their leaderstolevel
up and offer something more
concrete and tangible. Dubag-
ga resident Nancy Gautam,
19, said, “I am preparing for
govt exams but the trend of
paper leaks is discouraging.
Besides, vacancies and recru-
itment are few and far betwe-
en. Eve-teasing and harass
ment further discourage girls
of my age from stepping out
after dark. But nobody seems
to be interested in addressing
these issues.”

Psephologists too under-
scored need for political parti-
es to come up with innovative
and multi-pronged strategies
to cater to the exceedingly di-
verse and precise needs of yo-
uth. While they caution aga-
inst sweeping generalisation,
they say demand for new blo-
od in policy making is immi-
nent.

Political sociologist Ra-
jesh Misrasaid, "Youthsarea
curious and complex mix. Ma-
king lazy conclusions about
their needs would be erroneo-
us, There isa set of youthwho
take pride in endorsing their
identitv and brandishing po-
liticised flags of their faith,
but many feel the need for
change. For example, leaders
who are taking up their issues
can aim for their attention in
campaigns like Bharat Jodo
Yatra.”
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